
     
 

 
 

    
 

  

 

 

St Caniceôs Catholic Primary 

Email:     stcanices@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Website: stcaniceskatoomba.catholic.edu.au 

Facebook: St Caniceôs School Katoomba 

158 Katoomba Street (PO Box 200)  Katoomba  NSW 2780 

Phone:  02 4782 1260      Fax:  02 4782 4016 

N EWSLETTER  
8th February 2015 Term 1 Week 3    

Dear Parents and carers,  
The season of Lent is very early this year.   

In two days time will be Ash Wednesday.  This is the time 

when é 

Jesus retreated into the desert for forty days to prepare 

for His ministry. It was for Him a time of reflection and 

contemplation. For us, to pass time in the desert means to 

find occasions when we create a little emptiness and silence 

around us, rediscover the road to our heart, remove 

ourselves from the noise of external distractions, enter 

into contact with the deepest source of our being and 

faith..... 

 

On Ash Wednesday, our foreheads are marked with ashes 

to remind us that life passes away on earth: 

òRemember you are dust and unto dust you shall 

returnó. 

  

Student Leaders  
On Friday our 4 student leaders were inducted at the 

Opening whole school mass.   

Congratulations to Alina Hoang, Scarlett Hay, Finn Spain 

and Luke Barker-Swan  The rest of Year 6 were also 

presented with a school badge to recognise that they too 

have responsibilities as a Year 6 leader for 2016. 

  

Strings Program  
Our Strings program has commenced for 2016.  Twenty 

students have elected for private group lessons playing 

either Violin or Cello.  Last Friday afternoon 15 students 

and 2 parents joined in the Ensemble group.  This 

Wednesday our Year 3 and Year 4 students will start their 

weekly lessons. 

òIf I were not a physicist, I would probably be a musician. I 

often think in music. I live my daydreams in music. I see my 

life in terms of music.ó    ˈ Albert Einstein  

 

Ash Wednesday  
This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday; it is a 

day to remember our humanness and 

mortality. It is a day to begin the season of 

Lent, a time for reflection, penitence, and 

preparation for Easter. In the early church, 

Lent was a time for new converts to be instructed for 

baptism and for believers who had turned away from their 

faith to focus on turning back to God. In time, all Christians 

came to see Lent as a season to be reminded of their need 

to prepare spiritually for the celebration of Easter.  

The ritual of blessed Ashes being placed on our forehead in 

the Sign of the Cross, is an ancient practice that symbolises 

our desire to remain faithful to the Gospel of Jesus. 

Our Year 2 ð Stage 3 classes will be attending the parish 

mass at 12:00pm and at the same time the Year 1 and 

Kindergarten children will have a time of prayer and 

receive the Ashes here at school. 

If you are able, please consider joining us at Mass or at the 

Kinder/Year 1 Prayer.  

  

Prayer  

God of clear and kindly light, Open our hearts as we enter 

this time of Lent.  

Give us courage to scrutinise our lives with honesty;  

Give us strength to deal with what we find;  

Help us to forgive each other, and ourselves  

so that we may return to you with all our hearts,  

and celebrate with joy, the rising of your Son  

and all that this means for the world of today.  

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.   Amen   

 

Keep This Evening Free - Family Bush Dance 
Friday 19 February (5-7:0pm). This will be our welcome 

gathering and family celebration.  The school will provide a 

free sausage sizzle and drinks.  This is always an enjoyable 

evening and your whole family are welcome to join us. 

 
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop Parish 

Parish Priest Fr. Ted Tyler 

Presbytery Contact  Ph: 02 4782 2804  

         Fax: 02 4782 6090 

Website:marymackillopupperbluemountains.org.au 

Mass Times 

Friday: Katoomba 12 noon Mass 

Saturday: Katoomba 9.30 am Mass Saturday Vigil: Leura 5pm Mass  

Sunday: Wentworth Falls 8am Katoomba 10am Leura 5pm 

Rosary: Monday Katoomba 8.30 am, Tuesday Leura 4.45pm,  

Wednesday Wentworth Falls 9.30 am, Friday Katoomba 11.30 am. 

Saturday Katoomba 9 am. 

Growth through love and learning 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9810.Albert_Einstein


Trivia Night  

Trivia Night 4th March.  Please keep this date 

free.  There will be a raffle on the night with some 

wonderful prizes to win thanks to the support of our 

local community. 

  

Maths Assessment Interview  
Thank you to all Kindergarten and Year 1 parents who 

brought their children in the first week to complete 

their one-on-one maths assessment. This is a time 

consuming process and very difficult to complete during 

school hours. The information gathered is invaluable in 

getting to know your childõs level of competency in 

counting, place value, addition & subtraction and 

multiplication and division by using an interview process 

rather than a standardised test under test conditions. 
  

School Opal Card  
From term one 2016, eligible students within the Opal 

network will be able to travel to and from school with 

the new School Opal card. Most students who already 

have a 2015 school student travel pass will have their 

School Opal card automatically issued and sent to their 

school. Some students, including new applicants and 

students changing school, updating their personal details, 

or going from Year 2 to 3 who have already applied or 

who need to apply, will have their School Opal cards 

posted to their home address. Travelling in Term 1 

school students will need to carry their School Opal 

card and tap on and off when travelling. A grace period 

applies at the start of each new school year, where 

school students who have been approved for SSTS 

travel can travel without a valid pass while new passes 

are being issued. Students must be in school uniform or 

be able to provide evidence (such as a school ID or 

school books) that they are travelling to or from school 

during this time. To report a lost, stolen or damaged 

School Opal card, customers should phone 131 500 or 

visit http://transportnsw.info/schoolstudents 

 

My School Lunch Box  
Our school canteen òMy School Lunch Boxó has an 

online ordering system  to order healthy lunches for 

your child. Canteen is available Mondays and Fridays. 

Information and prices can be accessed at 

myschoollunchbox.com.au 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews  
Notes were sent home last week with instructions on 

how to book online for your interviews for  Years 2ñ6. 

Bookings have now closed. However if anyone would 

still like to make an interview time please call the school  

and an appointment time will be scheduled.  

 

Book Club  
Pamphlets for Book Club were sent home last week. 

Please return orders if required to school by this Friday 

12th February. Book Club is now cashless and orders 

must be completed online.  

St Canice's Nepean 

Zone Time Trials  
On Wednesday last week the 

following students 

represented our school at the 

swimming time trials.  

Mia Garraway,  

Alexandra Miller,  

Hamish Walker-Sawkins, 

Campbell Walker-Sawkins, 

Bodhi Miller, Emma Garraway, 

Luke Hronsky and Liberty MarshallñLacey.  

We had a wonderful afternoon with lots of cheering and 

swimming. It was so wonderful to see all the children 

giving it their very best and being so encouraging 

towards each other. I would like to congratulate all 

these children on their efforts.  

 

All the children earned points for their respective House 

Colours.  

¶ Blaxland (Gold) 23 points 

¶ Kedumba (Green) 9 points - House Effort Champion 

¶ Wentworth (Red) 24 points  - House Champion 

¶ Lawson (Blue) 16 points 

 

Our Age Champions are:  

¶ Junior Boys: Luke Hronsky 

¶ Junior Girls: Emma Garraway 

¶ Senior Girls: Alexandra Miller  

¶ Senior Boys: Hamish Walker-Sawkins  

 

Thank you so much to all of the parent helpers, Mrs 

Debien and Mr Geerligs who came to assist at the 

carnival. We could not have done it without you. 

Miss Lauren Bennett 

Sports Coordinator 
 

Head Lice  
We have had a report of Head Lice at school. We ask 

that you check your children for signs of infestation and 

if nits or lice are found that you treat them before the 

children return to school. There are numerous 

treatments available and your pharmacist will be able to 

assist you with any questions.  

 

A Message from the Bus Company for All 

Students  
As we start a new year with new students, I want to 

bring to your attention of safety and lost frightened 

children and emergency contact for the younger 

students. This year will be different than other years 

with the new Opal cards replacing bus passes. 

We will no longer be able to look up a name and be able 

to call mum or dad. If I could suggest that parents could 

maybe write just a simple ICE (In Case of Emergency) 

number on or inside the bags in case of lost children, or 

missed stops, this could save a lot of tears and anxiety 

from students, parents, teachers and bus drivers.  

http://transportnsw.info/schoolstudents


 

Primary Learning Support Centre  

Situated in the former Uniting Church building at 

142 Katoomba Street, Katoomba.  

Students in Years 2 & 3 will be catered for on 

Wednesday afternoons commencing 3rd February  

Students in Years 4,5 & 6 on Thursday afternoons 

commencing 4th February. Hours are 3pm til 

4.30pm  

Application forms need to be complete and brought 

to the centre. Cost is $25 for the term for each 

child.  

Nova Walk for Autism  
Saturday 27th February  

7amñ7pm Katoomba RSL  

12 Hour Relay Walk  

Silent Auction & Raffle  

BBQ Breakfast and Lunch  

$10 entry ( Lunch & Drink included)  

Register with Nova Employment Katoomba  

23-27 Cascade Street Katoomba  

4780 6600  

 

 

 

 

February  

Week 3  

Tuesday 9th Student Banking  

Wednesday  10th Uniform Shop Open 
Sport K, 1 & 2 
Ash Wednesday  
Parish Mass Yrs 2ð6 
K-1 Classrooms 

 
 
 

12noon  

Thursday  11th Music & Italian 
Choir 

 

Friday  12th My School Lunch box 
Sport 3,4, & Stage 3 
Prayer Assembly Year 1 
Mass & Reconciliation 
S3W 
String Ensemble 

 
 

8.40am 
12noon 

 
3-4pm 

Week 4  

Monday  15th My School Lunch box 
Tai Chi 

 

Tuesday 16th Craft with Sr Colleen 
Student Banking 
Parent Body Meeting 

8.40am 
 

7pm 

Wednesday  17th Uniform Shop Open 
Strings Yr 3 & 4 
Sport K, 1 & 2 

 

Thursday  18th Music & Italian 
Ukulele 
First Communion 
Program 

 
 
 

6.15pm 

Friday  19th My School Lunch box 
Sport 3,4, & Stage 3 
Prayer Assembly Year 4 
Mass & Reconciliation 
Year 4 
String Ensemble 
 

Bush Dance 

 
 

8.40am 
12noon 

 
3-4pm 

 
5ð7pm 

School Calendar 
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