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St Canice’s Catholic Primary 

Address: 158 Katoomba Street Katoomba 

Phone:   4780 6800 

Email:    stcanices@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Website: stcaniceskatoomba.catholic.edu.au 

Facebook: St Canice’s School Katoomba 

N EWSLETTER  

21st May 2019 Term 2 Week 4 

Growth through love and learning 

Dear Parents Families and Friends 

 
Welcome to the start of Week 4 Term 2. 

There have been many events so far this term, with many still to come. 

Both Stage 2 and Stage 3 have been involved in the Futsal competition at 

the Katoomba Aquatic Centre recently as well a nearly 20 students at the 

Diocesan Cross Country at Eastern Creek. 

I can honestly say that the behaviour of our students was exemplary. 

Our school prides itself on the expectation that we grow through Love 

and Learning. 

 

The focus on developing good relationships is so important.  

 

In the Gospel reading on Sunday (John 13:31-35), Jesus gave us one more 

commandment, the most important one - “Love one another, just as I 

have loved you”. This is so well aligned with our school. We expect all 

students, staff and school community to behave in a way that shows love 

and care for each other. 

 

I am very proud to say that St Canice’s is a great school that really tries 

its best to live by the words of Jesus.  

 

 
 

Mr Mark Geerligs 

Principal 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop Parish 

Father Carlos Walker & Father Sean Bradley 

Presbytery Contact  Ph: 02 4782 2804  

         Fax: 02 4782 6090 

Website: marymackillopupperbluemountains.org.au 

Mass Times 

Friday: Katoomba 12 noon Mass 

Saturday: Katoomba 9.30 am Mass Saturday Vigil: Leura 5pm Mass  

Sunday: Wentworth Falls 8am Katoomba 10am Leura 5pm 

Rosary: Monday Katoomba 8.30 am, Tuesday Leura 4.45pm,  

Wednesday Wentworth Falls 9.30 am, Friday Katoomba 11.30 am. 

Saturday Katoomba 9 am. 
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Stage 2 & 3 Futsal Gala Day                                   

St Canice’s Stage 2 and 3 students recently participated 

in the Mountain Majik Futsal Gala Day at Katoomba 

Aquatic Centre. 

Congratulations to all student’s for your behaviour, 

sportsmanship and attitude on the day as well as your 

amazing talent and skill that kept the crowd             

entertained. 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cross Country 

Congratulations to our Cross Country team who    

represented St Canice’s at Eastern Creek on Tuesday 

7th May.   

It was a fantastic day with many terrific individual     

results. Many thanks to Greg Osborne (Noah Y6 and 

Sophia Y1) for being an official on the day.  

 

 

  
Mrs Friend’s Friendly Preschool  

Reading Group 
 

Preschooler’s and parents are welcome to 

join Mrs Friend's Friendly Preschool Reading Group in 

the lower part of the library  

every Tuesday morning  

for a fun story reading session from 

8:40-9:00  

Election BBQ & Cake Stall 

On Saturday the St Canice’s Parent 

Fundraising Group held our Election 

Day BBQ and Cake Stall Fundraiser.   

With the many, many, many cake      

donations and the tempting smell of a 

sausage sizzle, the team managed to 

clear close to $1,000 profit.   

What an amazing effort - well done.  

This year’s fundraising is going towards our new  

St Canice’s Marquee, table covers and teardrop flags. 

 

Thank you so much for all your 

efforts and all those who donated 

their time and / or cakes.            

In particular, Thank you to      

Karissa Rana for coordinating the 

event.  

 

 

Photography Exhibition 2019   

Outside Mr Geerligs’ office, there is 

a corridor of photos from last 

year’s exhibition.   

We are asking for new submissions 

for 2019.  

The style of photo this year will 

be…….  

Photojournalism.   

Submit a photo that tells a story.  

The theme is “An Environmental Story in the Blue 

Mountains”.  

Some people will take to this task very naturally and 

others will have to work at it, but for the most part, it’s 

simply a case of confidence and willingness.   

Photojournalism is all about capturing something 

(people, animals, trees, scenery, objects etc) in its    

natural environment.  

What will your photo say about the Blue Mountains 

environment?  

Be creative!!  
Up to 3 entries per person, however only one photo 

will be used unless there is room on the wall for more 

and then one or both of the others will be used.   

But if we get lots of entries, then the first 90 people 

will be selected.  

The closing date is Friday 14th June  

Happy snapping! 

Naplan 

Congratulations to our Year 3 and Year 5 students 

who sat for the NAPLAN assessments last week.   

This year was the first time students used a computer 

to access the assessment. Thank you to Ms Honeyman 

who managed NAPLAN at our school.  
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Photography Workshop 

A couple of weekends ago the school ran a photography workshop.   

There were just over a dozen parents, teachers, students and a brother-in-law attending.   

It was a great day with outstanding and creative images captured. 

Many thanks to Lisa Altavilla (Kobi Y6 and Keitah Y2) for being the Canon expert on hand.   

We are looking to running a portrait workshop in Term 4. 
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Expression of Interest 

Would you like to host a       

student from Japan between the 

27th of July until the 4th       

August? Students are aged    

between 14—15 years and 

speak some English. 

If you are interested please let the Office know. 

 Attendance Matters 
 

We need your help! 
 

As a school community we currently 

have 18% of absences unaccounted for.  

Our goal for this term is to have all absences          

accounted for.  

You can help us achieve this by telephoning the school 

on the day of your child's absence, using the Skoolbag 

app or by sending in a written explanation with your 

child upon their return to school.  

If we have not received an explanation within 7 days of 

the absence occurring we will send an unexplained  

absence letter home. We request that this be         

completed and returned to school as soon as          

possible. Please note that it is a legal requirement that 

all absences are accounted for. 

Thank you for working in partnership with us so we 

can achieve our goal. 

Attendance Family Liaison Officer, 

Miss Elizabeth. 

Morning Access to School Building 

Student’s arriving before 8:20am assemble outside the 

sunshine room. 

 

At 8:20am, gates are opened and      

student’s are supervised in the               

playground by Teacher’s on duty. 

 

We ask that no student or parent enter the   

building after this time as Teacher’s are preparing 

for the day of Learning. 

 

If you require a meeting with a Teacher please come to 

the Office to schedule a time that works for everyone. 

 

If a student is late for class, parent or carers are re-

quired to sign them in. To avoid class disruption, We 

ask that student’s say their farewell’s at the Office.  

Premiers Reading Challenge 

Before the holidays, your child was given their 

username and password for the Premier’s Reading 

Challenge.  

Login details will be reissued this week again. 

 

Please encourage your child to participate by reading 

the allocated books from the list (many of them are 

available and colour coded in the school library). 

Please remember student’s need to log in these books 

on the website when have 

been read. 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 

St Canice's are excited to be taking part in the     

Woolworths Earn & Learn program. 

You can help our school by collecting Woolworths 

Earn & Learn Points. Just collect Woolworths Earn & 

Learn Stickers if you shop at Woolworths between 

Wednesday 1st May and Tuesday 25th June 2019.  

We will redeem these for awesome educational          

resources for our school.                                           

Simply pop them into the St Canice’s Woolworths Earn 

& Learn collection Box at either Katoomba or Leura 

Woolies or the collection box located in the Library at 

School. 

The more we collect, the more we can redeem.   

There are thousands of products available through the 

Woolworths Earn & Learn program, and we would like 

to get lots of new gear! Products in the range include 

resources for mathematics, english, science, art & 

crafts, through to sports gear, library supplies and 

more. 

We are grateful for your support and look forward to 

a successful program. If you have any questions, please 

ask at the school Office. 
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St Columba’s Year 7 2020 
A reminder that enrolment applications for Year 7, 2020 at  

St Columba's Catholic College are now due.  

For further information contact the Enrolment Secretary,  

Sandra O'Brien, on 4754 8900 or 4754 8907.  
 
 

At Home Numeracy Challenge 

How many cards? How did you count? 

 

What different arrays can you find within the bigger 

array? 

 

Could you arrange these cards a different way so 

that it is easy to ‘see’ how many cards there are? 

 

What is one thing you can teach Mum or Dad about 

this picture? 
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School Calendar 

May 
Week 4 

Tuesday 21st Preschool Reading Group 

Library  

Cello  

School Banking 

 

8:40am 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 22nd Strings Program Stage 2 

 

      12pm 

Thursday 23rd Italian 

Music 

 

 

 

Friday 24th Athletics Carnival 

No Ensemble 

No lunch orders 

 

 

 

Week 5 

 
Monday 27th My School Lunchbox 

Violin  

Kinder, Year 1 & 2 Sport 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 28th Preschool Reading Group 

Library  

Cello  

School Banking 

 

8:40am 

 

 

Wednesday 29th Strings Program Stage 2 12pm 

 

Thursday 30th Italian 

Music 

 

Friday 31st Stage 2 & 3 Sport 

Assembly Year 2 

Mass   

My School Lunch Box 

Ensemble  

  

8.50am 

12 noon 

 

3—4pm 

 

Our School Bell Times 

8.40am School Begins 

10.40 Recess 

1.10 Lunch 

2.50 End of Day 

Subscribe to the Parent Calendar and 

Newsletter 

www.stcaniceskatoomba.catholic.edu.au 

 

My School Lunch Box 
The My School Lunch Box supplies healthy and 

fresh lunches delivered to our school on Mondays 

and Fridays. Simply browse the menu on the  

website and select the food and drinks required. 

Enter the school, child, class and day. Payment 

can be made via  credit card or PayPal. 

myschoollunchbox.com.au  

 

KOOSH 
Katoomba Out of School Hours operates at  

10 Station Street Katoomba .  

Phone 4782 2533 or  

0478 166 352 
 

 

 

Student Banking 
is Every Tuesday 

Athletics Carnival 
This Friday 
24th May 

The weather is getting colder. 

Please ensure student’s are in 

winter  uniform with names 

clearly visible to avoid lost 

items. 
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What ’s On in Our 
Community 
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Bishop Office  

Positions Vacant 

 Risk Officer - Diocese of Parramatta 

 Sacramental Coordinator - Glenwood-Stanhope Gardens Parish 

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment 

 Transition Housing Worker - CatholicCare Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains 

More details at: ccss.org.au 

Join St Patrick’s Cathedral Choir 
St Patrick’s Cathedral Choir, Parramatta is recruiting singers! This is an exciting opportunity to join a group of highly talented 

musicians. Choral scholarships are also available to singers who demonstrate advanced vocal skills and musical leadership quali-

ties. For further information visit stpatscathedral.com.au/music or contact the Music Director, Bernard Kirkpatrick on 0430 431 

884. 

Volunteers Urgently Needed for Visiting Residents of Aged Care Facility 
Are you interested in visiting an elderly person in a nursing home who has no or very few visitors? This service is organised 

through CatholicCare. You would visit on average once every two weeks with CatholicCare providing training and other sup-

port. After talking with you about your interests, we will match you with a resident in a nursing home within approximately 

10km of your home. The visit is entirely within the nursing home – you do not take the person on outings or shopping etc. For 

more information, contact Deb Woolacott on 0418 114 055 or deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au. 

Bishop’s Lenten Appeal 
The Ephpheta Centre, supported by the Parramatta Catholic Foundation, gives hope, compassion, connectivity and care to the 

deaf and hard of hearing. Your kind-hearted support will provide chaplaincy and pastoral care for the vulnerable and isolated, in 

homes, hospitals, prison and aged-care facilities. Please be a channel of hope and give generously via the Appeal envelopes or 

online at yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal. 

JRS Foodbank 
The Jesuit Refugee Service’s foodbank provides much needed fresh food, non-perishable items, and toiletries to over 350 indi-

viduals and families every month. We invite you to join our Lenten Foodbank Appeal: “6 weeks of Lent- Give 6 Things”. JRS 

have identified six staple items that are most frequently requested, and we are encouraging parishioners to bring one designated 

item to their parish each week over Lent. Contact 02 9098 9336 or kim.smith@jrs.org.au for more information. 

Women in Leadership: 4 - 7 July 
The Benedictine Abbey, Jamberoo invites women of any age and any experience in formal leadership positions, and for those 

who exercise leadership without a formal title in business, schools, homes, offices, parishes, anywhere to the Women in Leader-

ship workshop. The aim is to support women to explore their unique gifts – as people, as women and as leaders. 4-7 July. 02 

4236 0533 or cottageretreats@jamberooabbey.org.au for more information. 

For more events please go to: parracatholic.org/events 

http://parracatholic.org/employment
http://ccss.org.au/
http://stpatscathedral.com.au/music
mailto:deb.woolacott@ccss.org.au
http://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
mailto:kim.smith@jrs.org.au
mailto:cottageretreats@jamberooabbey.org.au
http://parracatholic.org/events

